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It  seems  as  if  it  was  only  yest- 
erday that  I saw  Gtasys  (Otanislovas 
algimantas  Janu§onis)  hunying  down 
Lenin  prospektas  in  the  direction  of 
the  ethnographic  Museum,  and  sadly  en- 
ough, in  the  prime  of  one's  life,  he 
unexpectedly  passed  away  one  year  ago. 
Janusonis  was  born  in  the  town  of 
nuvainiSkis  in  the  rokiskis  district 
in  1937.  In  1955  be  completed  studies 
at  the  ranaelys  secondary  school.  In 
1958,  while  studying  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vilnius,  ne  joined  the  staff 
of  tne  History  and  etnnographic  Museum 
as  curator.  Later  in  1981,  he  moved  up 
in  his  career,  being  admitted  to  the 
Lithuanian  Academy  of  Gciences.  From 
1967  onwards  until  his  untimely  death 
in  1983,  Gtasys  worked  in  the  econom- 
ics department  of  the  University  of 
Vilnius.  He  lectured  in  economic  nis- 
tory  as  well  as  giving  historians  a 
special  course  in  numismatics,  always 
eager  to  upgrade  his  educational  deg- 
rees, JanuSonis'  took  him  to  the  educ- 
ational centers  of  Vilnius,  Leningrad, 
Cracow,  and  Warsaw.  In  1980  he  was  g- 
ranled  a degree  as  associate  historian 
for  his  thesis  "Copper  inflation  in 
tne  Grand  Luchy  of  Lithuania  ^Airing 
the  Years  lbbO-1663  and  its  political- 
economic  impact." 

G.  Janu§onis  was  primarily  rese- 
arching the  Lithuanian  monetary  system 
during  the  13th-l4th  centuries.  Many 
of  his  studies  dealt  with  the  mints 
producing  tne  coins  of  our  nation 
located  in  Vilnius,  Kaunas,  Brastas, 
Ujazdow,  and  Oliwa.  He  often  verified 
or  corrected  erroneous  data  concerning 
dates,  number  of  coins  minted  (espec- 
ially the  Litnuanian  shillings).  Jan- 
usonis was  tne  first  to  publicize  the 
discovery  of  a Lithuanian  mint  in 
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None  of  the  rulers  of  nistoric  Lithuania  struck  as  many 
gold  coins  as  did  Gigismund  Vaza,  king  of  Poland,  and  also 
Grand  Luke  of  Litnuania  (1587-1632).  Further,  his  gold  coins, 

some  struck  in  the  money 
mints  of  Poland,  others  in 
Vilnius  for  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Lithuania,  as  well  as  tho- 
se of  a "mixed  nature"  (equ- 
ally suitable  for  circulation 
in  both  of  the  united  states) 
, distinguished  themselves  in 
beauty,  and  the  rarely  achie- 
ved artistic  engraving  for 
those  times.  Vaza  also  struck 
smaller  gold  pieces,  such  as 
predominated  in  tne  era  of 
his  predecessors  Gigismund 
100  D August  and  Gtephen  Batory. 

^at- ^ However,  the  largest  coins 
valued  at  10  ducats,  the 

aBOVL:  1621  100  ducat  medal  "Portugalers, " put  all  these 

others  to  shame. 

The  bulk  of  these  struck  gold  coins  would  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  at  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century,  the  Polish 
and  Lithuanian  states  were  firmly  established  economically. 
But  that  would  be  a pure  illusion.  True,  nothing  was  wanting 
to  the  ruler's  manor,  to  the  boyars,  to  the  prominent  merch- 
ants, and  leading  officials.  But  the  masses  of  the  people, 
city  dwellers  and  peasants,  burdened  heavily  with  various 
taxes,  suffered  grievously  and  to  speak  of  nothing  else,  fed 
upon  bead  made  of  chaff,  leaves,  and  nettles... an  unending 
series  of  wars,  like  a chain,  proceeded  with  the  swedes,  with 
Moscow,  with tne  Cossacks  from  beyond  the  Dnieper,  and  the 
Turks,  which  consumed  tne  farm  products  of  tne  joint  states. 
The  excesses  of  tne  boyars,  tne  religious  wars  between  the 
Catholics,  Protestants , and  the  Crthodox;  the  frequent  famin- 
es, the  arbitrariness  of  its  own  as  well  as  foreign  armies^, 
neld  tne  republic's  internal  economy  in  a paralysis.  Tne 
economy  of  serfdom  returned  to  the  state's  treasury  only 
"starvation  receipts,"  or  as  much  as  could  be  snatched  from 
empty  stomaens.  And  tnose  who  could  pay  taxes,  would  easily 
avoid  them.  And  that  same  "state  treasury,"  was  just  begin- 
ning in  the  days  of  Gigismund  Vaza  to  separate  itself  from 
the  older,  personal  coffers  of  the  ruler,  and  as  was  cus- 
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2.  MEDAL 

Continued  from  page  1... 

ternary,  it  nad  holes  tnrough  wnich 
quite  a bit  of  funds  leaked  out, 
far  and  away--not  for  important 
governmental  purposes,  but  for  per- 
sonal needs  of  the  rulers. 

however,  the  vain,  glorious, 
prideful  Vaza  was  unable  to  reconcile 
mmself  to  tne  harsh  realities  of 
life,  he  was  le^s  able  to  analyze  it, 
or  to  adjust  to  it.  oitting  on  two 
tnrones,  a pretended  one  (tnird)  in 
oweaen,^  and  dreaming  of  a fourth  in 
Moscow,  he  surely  did  not  give  a 
tnougnt  to  tne  gold  wnich  could  nave 
been  so  much  better  utilized  within 
the  land,  or  abroad,  rather  tnan  the 
personal  aggrandisment  of  the  ruler. 

in  addition  to  an  entire  series 
of  valuable  gold  coins  (which  never 
came  close  to  circulation  in  an  eco- 
nomy of  suen  low  stature;,  seemingly 
to  commemorate  the  portrait  of  digi- 
smund  Vaza,  nis  titles  and  "quality," 
he  dissipated  precious  metals  to  st- 
rike medals,  large  beyond  measure  and 
necessity,  his  "gold  plates"  of  cont- 
emporary value  of  50,  40,  50,  60, 
even  100  ducats  (or  otherwise  evalua- 
ted; equalled  and  surpassed  those  of 
other,  wealthier  countries,  and  if 
tnat  wasn't  enough  I Prom  the  beginning 
of  his  coronation  in  Poland  until  his 
death,  over  45  years,  this  Vaza  issued 
more  than  a nunared  medals  of  various 
types  (not  to  speak  of  a series  of 
dwedish  items),  wnetner  there  was  some 
occasion  minimally  justifying  such  a 
venture  or  whether  in  fact  there  was 
no  such  excuse. 

Other  tnan  gold  medals,  digismund 
Vaza  issued  a goodly  number  of  silver 
3 1/2,  4,  5,  and  6 talers,  true  or  un- 
real value  disks  wiiicn  have  been  trac- 
ked down,  studied,  and  as  well  known  as 
the  gold  ones.  It  would  follow  tnat  it 
would  be  a rare  ruler  of  any  otner  hi- 
storical nation  wno  could  equal  in  the 
spnere  of  medailic  issuance,  oigismuna 
Vaza;  /vnd  pernaps,  no  one  at  all.  now 
what  could  we  say  in  benalf  of  Vaza  in 
tms  matter'.'  remaps  tnis:  he  aid  not 
accummulate  gold  metal,  nor  dia  ne  con- 
serve funds  wnen  niring  the  best  spec- 
ialists. Tne  majority  of  nis  medals  are 
truly  well  struck,  and  of  some,  tne  ar- 
tistic finisn  amazes  even  tne  most  exp- 
erienced specialists  today,  after 
tnree  ana  a nail  centuries! 

i.ne  most  outstanding  medal  [notice 
in  tnis  entire  discourse,  harys  will  not 
call  tnese  items  coins,  but  medalsj  of 


100  gold  ducat/medal  heverse. 

oigismund  Vaza,  and  also  tne  model  of  the  medailic  art  of 
that  era  of  Poland  was  and  remains  today  the  very  largest 
"gold  plate"  struck  in  1621.  It  is  almost  pure  gold,  wei- 
ghs about  350  grams,  witn  a diameter  of  about  70  mm.  On 
tne  obverse  appears  tne  portrait  of  digismund  Vaza.  The 
bust  is  profiled  to  the  right,  encircled  with  tne  Latin 
inscription:  "GIGIGMUNLUG  III  J.G.  PoLCLIaL  LT  dVLCIAL  HLX" 
meaning,  "digismund  III,  by  the  drace  of  God,  King  of  Pol- 
and ana  dweden."  His  elegant  uniform  and  tne  Order  of  the 
Golden  Pleece  (de  la  toison  d'or;  is  developed  to  the  sma- 
llest detail.  On  the  crown  of  the  "Kukard,"  on  tne  order's 
over-the-shoulder  ribbon,  and  on  the  left  at  tne  belt  (th- 
ree times)  tne  date  "1621"  is  found,  and  tne  initials 
"Ga"  are  placed  at  tne  bottom.  Tne  entire  field,  including 
the  portrait  and  tne  legend,  is  circumscribed  with  a belt 
of  double  lines  and  further,  a broad  string  of  leaves. 

On  tne  reverse,  we  see  a shield  of  nine  parts,  with 
the  Polish-nithuanian , dwedish,  and  Vaza  family  (in  tne  ve- 
ry center)  signs  of  distinction  (coats-of-arms) . Around  the 
snield  are  elegant  ornaments  with  parrots  at  the  sides  and 
an  angel's  heaa  at  tne  bottom. 

Among  these  frets  are  intersperced  letters  and  dates: 
JJ-Vn,  lb-21,  da,  oh.  All  tnis  is  surrounded  by  the  side 
cnain  of  tnat  same  Order,  and  finished  off  witn  a regal 
crown,  above  wnich — once  again,  tne  date,  "1621."  The  Latin 
inscription  recounts  other,  lower  titles  of  oigismund  Vaza: 
"Magnus  Lux  uitu:n,  .-fuss,  Pruss,  Mas,  oam,  nivon,  Lc."  The 
field  is  finished  off  by  three  and  two  lines,  and  the  very 
last — a garland  of  leaves. 
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PlaTUkl  VF  THL  MoNTH,  by  rrank  rassic,  AUpion 

No  Poland 

Tnis  month  we  *01  like “ o feature  a very 
special  and  rare  item:  The  "No-i-oland"  1 
gragis  silver  coin  of  1545!  It  is  extrem- 
ely rare;  we  know  of  only  2 in  existence: 
one  in  a private  Lithuanian  collection 
(the  one  illustrated  here,),  and  tne  other 
in  a Polish  collection. 

This  coin  was  minted  at  the  newly  re- 
instated Vilnius  mint,  wnicn  opened  on 
October  14,  1545.  Tne  obverse  features  the 
bust  of  Grand  Juke  of  Lithuania,  oigismund 
August,  who  ruled  as  Grand  Juke  from  1544 
to  1572.  Ga  also  became  King  of  Poland  in 
1548. 

Tne  ooverse  legend  reads,  "GiGIGMUN 
hUG  KLX  M J l,"  meaning,  "Gigismund  Aug- 
ust, King,  Grand  Juke  of  Lithuania."  No- 
tice: NU  PULaNJ!  Gigismund  didn't  offici- 
ally become  King  of  Poland  until  1548, 
which  leads  us  to  believe  tnat  this  is 
one  of  the  first  1 gra§is  coins  minted, 
since  other  graSis  coins  did  include  the 
"Pol"  on  them,  which  are  dated  1545.  Kor 
example,  see  Hutten-Czapski  Vol.  Ill  No. 

5663.  Perhaps  when  preparing  the  dies  for 
the  "new"  Vilnius  minting  operations,  the 
minter  prepared  this  as  his  first  version 
with  "legalities"  in  mind;  hence,  no 
ioland.  And  of  course  it  was  quite  appar- 
ent that  GA  definitely  wanted  nis  full 
and  intended  title  on  the  coins,  which  is 
why  this  special  version  we  are  featuring 
didn't  last  long. 

The  reverse  inscription  reads,  "MjNLTA 
MaG  J LITVaNI,"  meaning,  "A  coin  of  the 
Grand  Jucny  of  Lithuania."  Again,  no  rol- 
and.  This  is  a Lithuanian  coin,  Litnuanian 
coin  standard,  minted  in  Litnuania,  before 
tne  15b9  Lublin  Union.  This  is  wny  rulers 
of  Lithuania  should  always  be  listed  as 
"Grand  Jukes,"  and  not  "king  of  inland," 
because  in  tnis  case  the  reigning  years 
were  different.  Tne  date  "15-45"  ie  sep- 
arated by  the  Columns  of  Gediminas  emblem, 
wnicn  in  tnis  case  is  not  surrounded  by 
an  ornamental  shield. 

Inis  particular  coin  illustrated  on 
tne  rignt  is  2h  mm.  in  diameter,  and  weighs 
2.3  gr.,  which  is  close  to  the  normal  sup- 
erior Lithuanian  coin  standard  ^20>o  oetter 
tnan  the  rolishj.  Cza^ski's  No.  pob3  bears 
tne  same  "oigisraund"  legend  on  tne  reverse, 
wnicn  of  course  elevates  tne  ruler  at  the 
expense  of  "a  Coin  of  tne.."  legend.  Tnat 
specimen  nowever,  weighs  only  1.790  gr., 
wnicn  puts  it  even  oelow  tne  average  lolish 
stanuaru  level.  The  coin  we  feature  nere 
is  definitely  different  from  Hutten-Czap- 


tve  wonder  about  tne  circumstances 
this  coin.  Lid  the  roles,  outraged  at 
tne  name  of  their  country,  nave  these 
and  this  is  tne  remaining  oneV 

In  any  case,  this  particular  "all 
coin  is  certainly  one  of  tne  "greats" 
numismatics! 


surrounding 
the  lack  of 
destroyed , 

Lithuanian" 
in  .Lithuanian 


ski's  or  even  J.  lisKevicius'  collection. 
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1621  MEDAL 


i'nis  beautiful  medal  was  struck  in  the 
rolish  money  mint  at  Bromberg  (Bydgo§2).  a1- 
tnough  in  tnose  uays  an  accurate  register  was 
not  i\.ej.t,  we  firm  tnat  certain  initials  on 
tne  meaal  itself  are  informative.  Tne  letters 
JJrVA  on  tne  reverse  nere  meuiis  Jacob  Jacoosor 
of  w.aaen,  tne  nolder  and  chief  administrator 
of  tnat  mint  from  lbl7^.  Tne  engraving  work 
was  prepared  by  the  famous  Lanzig  medallist/ 
engraver  oarauel  ftinmon.  nis  initials,  ''oA," 
are  repeated  three  times  on  tne  medal.  That 
same  person  nad  been  preparing  dies  for  oig- 
ismund  Vaza  in  the  past,  and  was  accustomed  tc 
tne  client  ana  nis  desires.  True,  o.  Ammon's 
previous  work  nad  been  splendid,  but  in  tnis 
medal  ne  really  surpassed  himself  as  a med- 
alist. 

oome  rolisn  scnolars  vfor  example,  oier- 
czynski)  nave  supposed  tnat  tne  subject  medal 
was  struck  to  commemorate  tne  battle  of  Cn- 
ocimo.  But  except  for  tne  date  repeated  sev- 
eral times,  tnere  i6  nothing  on  tne  medal  it- 
self even  by  implication  relating  to  that  ba- 
ttle. as  in  many  of  Vaza's  medals — a specific 
basis  for  its  production  is  not  stated,  or 
else,  the  answer  to  tne  riddle  nas  been  lost, 
and  tne  concurrence  of  tne  date  does  not  sig- 
nify too  much,  since  many  other  incidents  oc- 
curred in  that  same  year.  Finally,  if  this  me 
dal  had  been  issued  in  relation  to  Cnocimo, 
then  on  what  occasions  aid  other  anonymous 
medals  of  oigismund  Vaza  appear? 

Tne  prominent  rolish  numismatist,  dr. 
Marian  Jumowski,  believes  t.hat  tne  large  Vaza 
medals  were  struck  with  the  aesire  to  maint- 
ain in  the  country  in  that  .form,  tne  most  pr- 
ecious metals,  lie  contends  tnat  tne  same  mot- 
ive was  at  work  nere  as  in  otner  times,  cer- 
tain berman  districts  (e.g.  Lueneburg,  Bruns- 
wick, etc),  pursuing  raercnantiie  goals,  would 
have  tneir  princes  strike  large  silver  medals 
in  tne  multiple  taler  range,  and  by  special 
edicts,  force  tneir  people  to  buy  tnem  and 
hold  tnem. 5 

However,  digismuna  Vaza,  as  we  Know  from 
otner  sources,  did  not  consciously  expouse 
such  ideas.  He  struck'  only  a few  ecich  of  his 
medals,  hardly  exceeding  tne  teens  (for  him- 
self, tne  royal  treasurer,  and  only  for  tne 
nignest  dignitaries) and  no  edict  of  Vaza, 
ordering  tnat  nis  medals  be  acquired  and  kept 
is  known.  Therefore,  this  theory  of  uumowski 
lacKs  conviction. 

Jeep  numismatic  studies,  long  examinat- 
ion of  digismuna  Vaza's  era  of  tne  i-olish-Li- 
thuanian  economy,  history,  and  tnrougn  these 
ana  based  or.  tnese,  an  objective  scrutiny  of 
Vaza's  personality  supplies  us  with  a firm 
foundation  to  believe  that  most  of  this  rul- 
er's ’’gold  plates"  came  from  tne  mint  because 
of  er.’  ordinary  motives,  purely  personal  to 
*aza : to  nave  .iis  portrait,  his  uniform,  tne 
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great  Order  (whose  membership  list  contained  barely 
52  names — all  rulers!),  and  to  have  all  his  titles  me- 
morialized in  precious  metal,  duch  "monuments,"  found- 
ed upon  similar  personal  reasoning  can  be  found  in  the 
past;  not  only  in  Poland... 

Although  it  may  seem  strange,  we  still  find  among 
those  fostering  Polisn  culture,  some  who  find  a spec- 
ific needle  in  the  boyar  "Rzeczpospolita"  haystack, 
immediately  grasp  it  to  build  a tower  out  of  it.  This 
is  what  nappened  to  the  largest  medal  of  the  Polish 
King  Vaza.  Here,  Janina  Wierzbowska,  writing  in  the 
journal  Poland  (i\o.  2,  1961)  of  the  milennial  jubilee 
of  Poland's  coins,  described  (naturally,  without  all 
the  details  given  here)  and  pictured  the  medal  cons- 
idered above,  terming  it  the  "gold  100  ducat  coin."? 
That  is:  look,  everybody,  what  coins  Poland  nas  had! 
and  a group  of  Poles,  witn  whom  there  was  reason  to 
discuss  monetary  matters  occasionally,  with  no  furth- 
er explanation,  proudly  replied  "tak"  (yes  ). 

several  .Lithuanians , interested  in  antiquity  and 
residing  in  the  U.o.  and  Canada,  hearing  of  this  coin, 
wrote  me  letters,  offering  suggestions  and  inquiring 
for  "expert"  advice  in  reply,  was  it  only  the  Poles 
in  the  l?tn  century  who  possessed  such  large  coins, 
wnile  Lithuania — nad  none?  Why,  both  nations  were 
joined  together,  and  did  not  one  ruler  govern  both 


states?° 

In  reply  to  everyone,  both  Lithuanians  and  the 
Poles,  neither  the  iolish  kindom  nor  the  Grand  Luchy 
of  .uitnuania,  nor  the  lbth-l6th  centuries  "Rzeczpos- 
polita"  ever  naa  coins  larger  than  10  ducats  in  value, 
or  struck  any  such.  The  "gold  plate"  of  Gigismund  Vaza 
discussed  nere,  as  well  as  the  other  larger  gold  pi- 
eces (or  tne  silvers  larger  than  the  value  of  one  ta- 
ler) at  the  time  of  their  production  did  not  meet  the 
requirements  of  coinage  at  the  time,  nor  the  governm- 
ent regulations.  Therefore,  these  were  medals,  are  me- 
dals, and  will  always  continue  to  be  medals. 9 Because: 

1.  Long  before  oigismund  Vaza,  traditional  usage 
and  operating  regulations  of  the  Polish  Kingdom  and 
.Lithuania's  Grand  Juchy  basically  required  tnese  ins- 
criptions on  coins:  "KoNLTa  RLGNI  POLONIaE"  and  "MON- 
G'Ta  riAGk I GUCATUo  LITUANIaE."  Who  can  see  any  similar 
inscription  upon  the  "100  ducat  coin?" 

2.  Upon  the  regular  and  genuine  gold  coins  of 
oigismund  August,  Ltephan  Bathory,  and  of  that  same 
•oigismund  Vaza,  we  find  inscribed:  "MONETa  aUHLa  nE- 
GNI  i'ULONlAl"  or  "MGNgTa  AUREA  M.J.  LITUARIaL"  upon 
the  smaller  golds;  "MuMETa  NGVE  aURla"  upon  the  smal- 
ler denominations,  of  wnich  the  largest  is  the  10  flo- 
ren  or  aucat  standard  value  (called  after  the  similar 
larger  rortugalers — Polish  Portugalers,  or  Litnuanian 
lortugalers) . who  will  find  such  or  similar  inscrip- 
tions upon  this  "100  ducat  coin"  of  wierzbowski? 

j>.  For  tne  benefit  of  the  holders,  regular  coins 
carry  on  tnem  inscriptions  in  figures  (III,  V,  10,  or 
X)  eitner  on  tneir  ooverse  or  reverse  side,  wno  can 
spy  such  a legend  upon  tne  circles  of  oigismund  Vaza 
(or  many  otner  such/vlO 

4.  Beginning  witn  oigismund  the  Old's  gratis 
tl535),  tne  ruler  of  the  Grand  Lucny  would  always  in- 
scribe nis  coins  as  follows:  a X King  of  it-oland,  urnnd 


lAiKe  of  Lithuania,  bather,  oigismund  Vaza  has 
inscribed  upon  his  "gold  plates"  (and  otner 
medals)  only:  King  of  Poland  and  Sweden,  ouch 
inscriptions  are  neither  fitting  for  medals,  or 
even  actual  coins,  since  it  contradicts  reality 
and  tne  truth.  And  only  on  tne  reverse,  among 
the  titles  of  secondary  ranK,  does  ne  recall 
that  ne  is  also  Granu  duke  of  Lithuania. 

5.  No  mintmark  showing  tne  official  of  the 
Lithuanian  otate  (normally,  the  treasurer)  is  to 
be  found  on  Vaza's  "plate,"  as  was  expected 
upon  all  genuine  and  legitimate  coins  of  tne 
Grand  Lucny.H 

it  therefore  follows,  as  we  assert,  that 
oigismund  Vaza's  "gold  plates"  (and  other  cir- 
clets of  precious  metal)  are  not  coins,  but 
medals,  and  proven  beyond  a doubt.  There  rem- 
ains just  one  more  essential  question:  to  whi- 
ch nation  do  these  medals  pertain? 

Loth  oigismund  Vaza's  titles  on  the  obver- 
se side  are  foreign  to  Lithuania,  as  we  have 
noted,  here  he  accented  tnat  ne  was  the  nign- 
est  leader  of  Poland  and  oweden.  The  title  of 
Lithuania's  ruler,  equal  to  that  of  Poland  and 
to  tnat  of  the  states  he  selected,  and,  as 
politically  estimable,  Vaza  consciously  trad- 
ed for  one  wnich  since  1600,  he  did  not  have, 
with  such  a turn,  Vaza  insulted  the  .Lithuanian 
nation!  Lven  more,  he  slapped  her  face.  He  pl- 
aced tne  title  of  Lithuania's  Grand  LuKe  on 
the  reverse  side,  where  he  named  tne  dependent 
provinces  held  jointly  by  Poland  and  Lithuania 
by  demeaning  tne  Grand  Luchy,  according  to  the 
inscriptions,  from  tne  equal  to  Poland,  into 
tne  level  of  a province  of  tne  "King  of  Poland 
and  bweden;"  a province  equal  to  rrussia  and 
Livonia,  held  jointly  by  Poland  and  Lithuania, 
or  tne  Polish  Masuria  and  even  oamogitia. . . 

And  the  Order  of  which  Vaza  was  so  proud,  and 
which  he  repeated  on  the  reverse  side  of  tne 
medal,  is  of  German  ^uapsburg)  origin. ^ 

Lven  the  Vytis  emblem  does  not  speak  too 
much  of  Lithuania  upon  this  medal.  Lack  in 
the  days  of  the  Jogaila  dynasty,  tne  custom 
was  to  join  in  one  section  the  emblems  of  Po- 
land and  Lithuania.  In  the  days  of  Bathory, 
tney  were  doubled:  on  a shield  divided  into  4 
parts,  tne  .vnite  Eagle  and  tne  Vytis  were  rep- 
eated twice  (to  emphasize  equality — on  one  in- 
stance tne  Polisn  emblem  was  in  tne  "ranking 
place,"  in  another,  tne  Lithuanian  emblem  was 
ranxed).  in  tne  very  center  of  tnese  four  fie- 
lds, Latnory  placed  nis  small  family  ensign, 
without  overshadowing  the  natioxi&l  emblems, 
oigismund  Vaza,  "King  of  Poland  and  oweoen," 
"reformed"  tnis  combined  national  symbol  upon 
nis  gold  plates,  to  please  his  own  taste.  Loth 
of  tne  right  fields  ("left"  according  to  her- 
aldry) ne  filled  with  Lwedisn  ensigns,  relega- 
ting tne  Lithuanian  Vytis  into  the  penultimate 
position.  The  Vaza  family  "sheaf"  was  in  the 

center a move  to  oe  expected.  But  in  tne 

nte'aal  unaer  aiscusoion  (and  elsewhere),  oigi- 
smund Vaza  actually  uevastateu  tne  coat-of- 


arms  of  the  joint  iolish— Lithuanian  state  in  5. 
use  before  nim,  by  covering  it  wit.n  ox  < . . ■ 

national  and  his  own  family  arms.  It  is  impossible 
to  see  an  exitire  Vytis  on  eitner  the  obverse  or 
reverse  field. 

*11  tnis,  as  explained  and  should  now  be  clear, 
supplies  us  witn  an  unequivocal  basis  for  conviction, 
tnat  the  large  medal  previously  described  and  pictu- 
red of  Vaza,  does  not  belong  m the  category  of  ant- 
iquities, commemoratives  of  the  Lithuanian  nation. 

Lo,  to  the  foies  (and  even  to  owedish  roman- 
ticists who  have  not  forgotten  the  famous  son  of 
txieir  King  John  ill),  there  is  a written  testament 
from  oigismund  Vaza.  That  ruler,  tnough  in  nis  veixxs 
flowed  not  entirely  foreign  blood,  but  mixed  witn 
Lithuanian,  left  a patrimony  in  wnicn  the  Lithuanian 
nation  can  neither  take  pride,  nor  pleasure,  now, 
or  ever. 

[Lditor's  comment:  This  editor  has  held  tnis 
1621  item  in  his  hands,  and  as  Karys  has  commented, 
it  is  beautiful.] 

FOOTNOTES 

1.  rrom  a letter  of  the  Chancellor  L.  Gapiega 
to  Jonugas  fcadvilas  of  August  7,  1610,  quoted  in 
Lithuanian  historical  oources  I,  Vilnius,  1955,  p. 
L37:  "*  peasant  goes  to  his  field  to  plow  with  a 
miserable  ox.  * soldier  jumps  off  his  steed,  takes 
txie  ox.  Or,  a farmer  sets  out  to  plant  oats,  barley 
or  wheat,  and  a soldier  takes  the  seed  out  of  the 
wagon. . . " 

B.  as  the  son  of  King  John  III  (and  Katheryn 
Jogaila — daughter  of  oigismund  the  older  and  oona 
bforza) , he  nau  inherited  tne  throne  of  oweden  upon 
his  father's  death;  however,  the  Parliament  of  that 
country,  meeting  at  Linkoeping  in  1600,  dismissed 
nim  from  that  throne.  Nevertheless,  he  proclaimed 
nimself  widely  with  tnat  title  until  nis  death... 

3.  Luring  the  period  16 23-27,  that  same  Jacob- 
son neid  (rented)  tne  Lithuanian  Grand  Luchy  money 
mint  in  Vilnius. 

4.  Chotin,  Hot in,  Chocim — a small  town  in  Besa- 
rabia.  In  the  fall  of  1621,  an  army  of  Polisn-Lith- 
uanians,  led  by  Grand  Hetman  John  Karol  natkeviSius 
of  the  Grand  Lucny,  in  the  vicinity  of  that  town, 
encountered  and  defeated  a Turxisn  array  three  times 
their  size,  oulton  Gsraaras  II  was  compelled  to  seek 
peace.  The  heroic  Katkevicius,  unfortunately,  died 
on  the  field  of  battle. 

5.  Jr.  Marian  Guraowski,  Medals  Zygmunta  III , 
Cracow,  1924,  p.  97. 

6.  From  a letter  dated  2/26/62  from  the  Museum 
Narodowe  w «arszawie  to  tnis  writer.  There  are  only 
H Known  specimens  of  tne  largest  Vaza  medal  Known 
today,  of  wnich  2 are  in  Poland  (in  tne  Vavely  Muse- 
um and  the  Czapski  Museum),  tne  third  is  kept  in  the 
Vienna  *rt  Museum's  numismatic  collection,  while  the 
fourth  was  in  tne  collection  of  King  rarouk  of  Lg- 
ypt  ^passing  to  a London  owner  after  the  Farouk  au- 
ction at  a cost  of  645  pounds  sterling).  [Note: 
tnis  last  specimen  is  here  in  the  U.o.  and  sold  for 


Continued  on  next  page.... 


6.  MEDAL  Con,t  from  Pg  5* 

*120,000  at  the  otack  sale  of  oeptemoer, 

l^do«] 

7.  It  would  seem  that  spurred  by  an 
incuraole  romanticism,  wierzoowska  grasped 
rasniy  at  anotner  means  of  elevating  his- 
torical Poland,  now^ver,  no  printed  word 
can  make  blacK  into  white,  or  of  a rnedal 
into  a coin, 

6.  I hold  tnis  as  a reaction  to  my 
notation  in  my  volume,  'ancient  Lithuanian 
wurneacies’1  (1939)  P*  332:  "Humors  of  Gi- 
gismund  baza's  gold  coin  in  tne  amount  of 
1QO  ducats  are  not  confirmed."  They  truly 
are  not  confirmed!  Naturally,  within  the 
bounds  of  my  theme,  in  that  reply  I nad  in 
mind  the  coins  issued  oy  the  Grand  Ducny 
of  Lithuania,  but  tne  notation  equally  ap- 
plies to  Poland. 

9.  a general  description  of  a medal 
can  be  found  in  any  encyclopedia.  As  reg- 
ards tnis  disk  (for  Wierzoowski 's  infor- 
mation;, it  was  neld  to  be  a medal  even 
by  the  famous  Polish  numismatist-scnolar 
jr.  Gumowski  (oee  nis  Medale  Gigmund  111 
#79; « And  in  tne  well  Known  catalogues  of 
l.  dutton-Czapski,  they  are  registered  as 
medals  (tnis  largest  in  the  III  Volume). 

10.  If  there  is  impressed  upon  such 
an  abnormal  sized  striking  a numeral  of 
one  kind  or  other  (for  example,  Ferdinand 
III,  king  of  riungary  and  later,  Lmperor  of 
tne  holy  Koman  empire,  placed  "100"  upon 
nis  medal  of  1629),  wnat  tnis  meant  essen- 
tially was  not  an  aggregate  of  the  coun- 
try's monetary  units,  but  tne  weight  of 
the  gold  in  a form  internationally  accep- 
ted ano  recognized:  1 ducat  equals  3*5  gr, 
23.3  carat  fineness.  100  ducats  would  ha- 
ve weighed  350  gr.  of  that  same  gold,  etc. 

11.  For  example,  on  the  Grand  buchy's 
coin  ("Portugaler")  of  the  same  oigismund 
Vaza,  in  the  amount  of  10  gold  ducats,  we 
find  on  tne  reverse  side  (below  tne  insi- 
gnia and  above  the  figure  "A"  — ten),  tne 
double  edge  arrow  which  was  the  symbol  of 
Lithuania's  Treasurer  Jerome  (Hieronim; 
Valavi£ius.  rtnd  other  treasurers  earmarked 
tne  coins  of  their  country  l.as  mucn  in 
Litnuania  as  in  rolancu . where  is  such  a 
mintmark  on  «ierzoowsKi 's  "100  oucat  gold 
coin  of  roland, ' to  whose  'demonetization" 
we  nau  to  waste  so  much  valuable  time? 

12.  for  more  detail  concerning  tnis 
GrJer,  s=e  . anssner,  .tandbucK  uer  Kit- 
ter-u  verdienstorden  alter  nuiterstaeten 

der  ..alt,  Leipzig,  1695,  pp.  251-265. 

we  ho,je  you  nave  enjoyed  tnis  special 
article,  he  sure  to  pass  on  a copy  to 
your  rolisn  collector  friends... 


JANUSONIS  Continued  from  page  1 

Karienburg.  among  favorite  topics  ne  often  detailed  the 
circulation  of  the  Prague  grasiai  in  Lithuania  during 
tne  14th-l6tn  centuries,  as  well  as  the  l6tn  century 
Litnuanian  grasis  coins.  A study  accredited  to  him  sh- 
ould be  nerewith  noted,  "Unknown  data  rertaining  to  the 
Mintage  of  Copper  shillings  in  tne  Grand  Luchy  of  Lith- 
uania during  the  Inflationary  Period  of  1663-1667," 
(published  in  the  Annals  of  Lithuanian  history,  in  1974 
by  the  Vaga  xublishing  House  in  Vilnius).  _t  is  presen- 
tly being  translated  and  will  appear  in  the  Polish  scn- 
olarly  press. 

Probably  tne  one  thing  that  singles  out  Janusonis 
among  others  is  his  research,  in  that  he  was  very  pro- 
fessional and  accurate,  whicn  is  very  rare.  Most  hist- 
orians are  still  amateurs  in  the  field  of  numismatics, 
otasys,  on  the  contrary,  was  an  exception.  He  knew  his 
political  and  economic  history.  Janusonis  was  also  very 
knowledgeable  about  Lithuanian  heraldry.  Among  his  20 
unfinished  manuscripts,  special  note  should  be  made  to 
his  dictionary  of  Lithuanian  numismatic  terminology. 

A true  scholar,  Gtasys  was  always  well  prepared  for  his 
lectures  at  scaool  and  enkindled  active  discussion  and 
interest  among  students. 

We  buried  Gtasys  last  year  at  the  KarveliSkiai  cem- 
etery in  Vilnius.  However,  the  memory  and  friendship  of 
otanislovas  Algiraantas  Janusonis  remains  in  the  hearts 
of  his  colleagues,  historians,  and  students. 

LETTERS 

In  your  June-July  19.9^  issue  on  page  6,  the  letter 
writer  refers  to  koman  Lmperor  Volusian  as  being  in  the 
5th  century.  This  is  incorrect.  He  was  the  son,  and  "co- 
emperor" of  the  3rd  Century.  — J.k.  Greene,  Mass. 

In  the  interesting  article  about  adomas  Varnas  in 
•the  Knight  nugust-Geptember  19&^,  we  are  asked  for  fur- 
ther information  as  to  the  firm  name  of  the  printing  of- 
fice in  Prague — G.  Haase.  I once  had  a coin-change  conn- 
ection there,  whom  I now  asked  to  search  for  the  meaning 
of  the  "G."  He  recently  answered  me,  and  after  the  inf- 
ormation ne  has  got  from  a banknote  collector,  he  says 
the  G.  stands  for  GlBHULlH,  which  is  tne  German  word 
for  brothers,  how  far  this  explanation  is  in  accordance 
witn  the  truth,  I cannot  say,  but  I give  it  to  you,  as 
I have  received  it!  — Tyge  Gondergaard,  Denmark. 

[Note:  O.K.  If  "G"  stands  for  "brothers,"  then  what 
ere  the  brothers  names'.'...] 

ADS 

Lets  keep  this  section  active! 

waNTll):  Litnuanian  banknotes,  revenue  stamps,  view 
postcards,  nistory  books  on  Lithuania  in  nngiish  (except 
700  fears).  J.rc.  Greene,  33  Bearsden  Koad , athol, 

Mass  01531- 

wanted:  Ustland  FuNnTL  notes  for  Lstonia,  Latvia, 
Lithuania,  ana  WI  in  Nord  (Wnite  Kussia;.  I also  can 
trade  some  duplicates  from  Lstonia.  John  P.  witter, 
oatoraaKi  Gal pa  23 » 01370  Vantaa  37,  FINLAND. 


want-for  sale  ads  are  FkbS  to  non-commercial 
LhA  members!  Gend  us  your  ad  so  we  can  put  it 
in  tne  next  issue! 


[iifhucmian  frodge  Cokens  of  Chicago 


In  our  early  issues  of  The  Knight,  we  presented  in  serial  form  a listing  of  the  Lithuanian-A/ner- 
ican  lodge  tokens  of  Chicago,  circa  world  War  I.  .subsequently , this  editor  wrote  a lengthy  article 
aoout  these  tokens  and  tne  nistories  of  the  issuing  societies,  entitled,  "Litnuanian-American  *>odge 
foKens  of  Chicago,"  wnich  appeared  in  tne  hay,  1981  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  tne  official  publica- 
tion of  tne  American  numismatic  association.  Copies  of  tnis  are  still  available  for  *2.50  by  wri- 
ting Tne  Numismatist,  P.0.  Box  236b,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  809OI. 

Since  these  are  Cnicago  tokens,  they  also  fall  under  the  catagory 
of  Illinois  trade  toxens.  In  1983,  Illinois  token  expert.  Ore  h. 

Vacxetta,  or.,  publ-sned  nis  second  edition  (nard-cover)  of 
Trade  Tokens  of  Illinois,  a 550  *.age  boox  listing  all  known 
Illinois  toxens,  including  tne  Cnicago  Litnuanian  tokens.  Tnis 
editor  supplied  Mr.  Vacxetta  with  tne  Litnuanian  token  information. 

we  are  presenting  here  a "re-listing"  of  tne  Lithuanian-xmerican 
lodge  tokens  of  Chicago,,  giving  tnis  author's  catalog  numbers  as 
appeared  in  Tne  Numismatist,  anu  the  numbers  assigned  by  Mr.  Vack- 
etta  in  his  book.  In  addition,  a few  new  ones  are  aaded  at  the  end. 
all  Litnuanian  toxens  (with  just  a couple  of  exceptions)  have  an  R-6 
, extremely  Rare  (1  to  5 known)  rating,  which  Vacketta  values  at 
over  *5  apiece  in  value  (today  would  be  around  S8-*10).  R-5  means  Above:  P-12,  United  Litnuanian 
5 to  10  are  Known,  with  *3  to  *5  value.  oocieties  token,  5c. 

Mr.  Vacketta 's  "code"  for  identification  is  as 
follows  (example):  LA30  B 24  8.  First  figure: 
token  identification  number  for  Chicago.  Second 
letter:  metal — B=bronze ; A=xluminum;  C=Copper. 
Third  numeral:  size  in  millimeters.  Fourth  fig- 
ure: shape  of  token — 0B=oblong;  0V=oval;  R=Round ; 
S=Bcalloped;  K=odd.  when  a number  is  given,  tnis 
denotes  tne  number  of  edges.  Tv, us  an  8 would  be 
an  8-sided  token. 

Mr.  Vacketta 's  book  is  an  excellent  resource 
book,  and  we  suggest  you  get  a copy.  Price  is  *30 
each  (plus  p & h).  *rite:  Ore  n.  Vacketta,  426  o. 
State  St.,  Westville,  Illinois  61883. 


Above:  Vacketta  No.  K4o  A 21  R Vincas  Kudirka 

Theatrical  oociety  token,  illustrated  on  pg.  228  of  Mr.  Vacketta's  book.  This  token  was  previously 
unxnown  to  us. 


Passic 

No. 

Vacketta  Nos. 

1. 

Ljl)30  a 26  R 

2. 

JB28  a 15  4s 

3. 

LC30  a 26  R 

4. 

Ln3 0 a 25  8 

5. 

KB  35  a 25  R 

b. 

GF50  A 26  R 

7. 

oC07  A 25  A 

0. 

La2C  ti  2.5  ii 

9. 

LB 31  a 25  OS 

10. 

OA07  A 2p  80 

11. 

DG30  A 26  R 

12. 

S148  A 25  R 

13. 

JB30  B 25  R 

14. 

Pa09  B 21  R 

15. 

LL20-10  3 27  8 

16. 

LJ20-50  B 27  0 

17. 

LG20  B 27  8 

18-20. 

Sl07  B 25  4 

21. 

la51  rt  25  k 

Name  of  oociety 


Society  of  ot.  George  tne  Knight 

Society  of  Saint  Stephen 

oociety  of  ot.  Michael  the  Arcnangel 

oociety  of  x^l  oaints 

Knights  of  Lith.  King  Kindaugas 

Society  of  Saint  Prince  Casimir 

St.  Casimir  Society 

Society  of  tne  drove  of  Lithuania 

National  Guard  of  Lith.  Grand  J.  Alg. 

oaint  Jomininxs  Society 

oociety  of  ot.  otanislaus  Bishop 

United  Lithuanian  Societies 

Soc.  of  Litnuanian  King  Mindaugas 

Providence  of  God  Society 

urand  ±>uke  Gediminas  oociety 

ii  11  11  11 

Society  of  Bro.  & ois.  of  .Lithuania 
St.  Martins  oociety 


Face 

Value 


Comments 


(Passic  Nos.) 


5<t 

5® 

5c 

5e 

5* 

5* 

5c 

5* 

5c 

5c 

5c 

5c 

5c 

5c 

10c 

50c 

5c 

5c 


10< 


2.  This  token  has  crossed  ovals 
and  is  actually  25  mm.  at  its 
smallest  point,  not  15  mm.  as 
stated.  (It  was  misprinted  in 
The  Numismatist  listing) 

3.  Vacketta  omitted  the  10c 

15.  Tokens  also  issued  in  denom- 
inations of  5C , 25c,  ?5c , an<* 


*1.00. 


18-20.  Note:  3 varieties,  see 
article.  Vacketta  lists  these 
as  R-4  (10-20  xnown). 


24-26.  Vacketta  in  the  descript- 
ion has  legend  reading  "T.ri.J." 
instead  of  "T.k.l."  unisprint 
error) 


2b.  R-5. 

[30]  Pictured  above  left. 


Lith.  Theatrical  Soc.  of  ot.  Martin 


Continued  next  page... 


Trie.  ivN luhT  Volume  7,  *'•0. 
5»  issue  No.  41.  The  official 
publication  of  the  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  Association.  * rank 
lassie,  aloion,  Michigan  lOITcR 
aobert  J.  Oouchis,  Colombia 
tu.  director,  ouoscription/.-iem- 
bersnip  to  Volume  7 a uonation 
of  *10  or  more  for  b issues, 
write:  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
association,  r.O.  Box  b!2, 
Columbia,  Maryland  21045.  The 
lNh  is  a member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  association 

c-117905. 

ndi tor's  address:  trank  ras- 
sic,  900  B.  Baton  Bt.,  Albion 
Micnigan  49224. 

adVbaTIBxNG  RaTbB : rull 
page  *30.  3/4  page:  »25*  1/2 
page:  *20.  1/4  page  *10.  Busi- 
ness card  insertion:  *5* , or 
b issues  for  *25  (save  *5J. 
••rite:  lNa,  KO.  Box  612, 
Columbia,  Mb  21045. 


Our  apologies  for  the  upside 
down  photograph  on  our  feature 
of  the  month  (page  3)  of  our 
last  issue.  The  top  photo  of 
tne  three  Ost-kopecks  contained 
nearly  all  Cyrillic  lettering, 
-,nd  of  course  it  was  hard  for 
our  American  printer  to  place 
tne  pnoto  in  the  right  way. 


what's  up  in  Lithuanian  num- 
ismaticsV  what  have  you  added 
to  your  collection  lately V we'd 
like  to  Know!  we'd  appreciate 
receiving  letters  of  comments, 
plus  especially  some  more  want/ 
for  sale  ads.  we  are  an  assoc- 
iation, ana  it  takes  members 
in  oruer  to  associate! 

we  solicit  your:  articles, 
news,  information,  and  any thing 
else  on  Lithuanian  num.smatics, 
suen  as  one  member  sent  us  inf- 
ormation (ri6ht)  on  the  3 Ost- 
rubel  note. 


(Will)  aD — how  about  one  from 
you?) 


Di  jlcr  in  (jualitv  Karc  Coins 
Lithuanian  & Polish 
-HITE: 


Kiirl  Stephens,  Ipc. 


k.irl  Stephens 
t'rr  %Hlr  ill 


y »,!  Other  Box  4<H  AN  V 57209 

lemnlc  (>(v  < 1 *0780  213  445  81  54 


Cokens 


Continued  from  last  page.... 


rassic  Vacketta  Nos.  Name  of  Bociety  race 

_il2c _ , Vqlue 

22.  0026  B 24  4B  Bt.  koch's  Mutual  Benefit  Bociety  5c 

23.  La30  B 24  8 Our  Lady  of  Vilnius  of  the  Lawn  Gate  5c 

24.  TC27-5  B 25  H Lovers  of  the  Fatherland  Litn.  society  5c 


25.  TC27-10  A 24  8 " " " » " " i0c 

26.  TC27-25  B 25  8B  " " " " " " 25c 

27-  LA36  B 25  8 Lithuanian  National  Bociety  5c 

28.  B120  A 24  R Butvill  (Butvilas)  Tavern  10c 

29.  MC47  B 25  8 women's  Bociety  of  the  Lawn  Gate  5c 

i)B30  B 26  8 "D.B.T.V."  (Or.  Bzvent4  Tes  Visip  5c 

K40  A 21  R Vincas  Kudirka  Theatrical  Society  5c 

[ — B 25  R]  Lith-nmerican  Republican  League  5c 

[—A  24  R]  "DR-JOB  LILT'JVOS  UKININKAS  CHICAGO,  ILL"  5c 

(Bociety  of  young  Lithuanian  Farmers) 

[ — B 18  6]  L IThU AN IA/BON S/aN D/DhU GHTL RB/HALL  5c 


w’e  would  appreciate  any  reader  having  any  different  Lith- 
uanian tokens  from  Chicago  (or  anywhere  else,  for  that  matter) 
sending  us  a photo  or  rubbing  of  it,  and  information,  so  we  can 
mention  it  in  The  knight. 

3 OSTRUBEL  UPDATE 


L716104 


Posen , den  tl.Mri ri*  4 9 l(v>: 


tpsp 

K\  1.  r"*  » t—  i-.  A.t 

iWRSghffl: 


Wer  dirlehnskassenschelne  nachmaehl^Cdef  VfiPStSihl  oder  r.achgemachle  oder  ver- 
laischle  slch  verschafit  und  in  Verkebr  bringl.wird  mit  ZuChthaus  bis  zu  6 Jahren  beslralt. 


we  are  happy  to  report  to  you  the  discovery  of  a "new"  serial 
letter  for  the  3 Ost-rubel  note  cf  the  Jarlehnskasse  Ost,  rick  # 
P-R123.  It  is  serial  letter  L which  previously  has  been  unreported 
to  us.  The  copy  above  was  submitted  to  us  by  LNa  member  Jerome 
Norton,  who  furnished  us  witn  tne  information. 

here  is  our  current  "running  compilation"  of  known  serial 
letters  for  tne  3 Ost-rubel  note,  dated  April  17,  1918: 

Type  A:  A B C D £ F G 

Type  B:  HhLMNUP^RSTUVW 

If  you  have  any  "new"  letters  (such  as  an  I or  a),  let  us 
know,  and  send  us  a pnotocopy!  From  the  looks  of  it  nowever,  it 
seems  we  have  just  about  completed  our  little  project.  A big  thank 
you  to  ail  of  you  who  have  helped  us  compile  this  information! 


